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‘Too close for 
comfort’
Jazz-pop star Jamie Cullum plays 
at 7 p.m. Tickets start at $22. 
‘I was born when 
she kissed me’
Humphrey Bogart and Gloria 
Grahame star in the 1950 classic 
“In a Lonely Place.” Show starts 
at 9:20 p.m. at the Paramount 
Theatre and tickets cost $9.
In 1923 
The Hollywood Sign is officially 
dedicated in the hills of Los 
Angeles, but originally read 
“Hollywoodland.”
 — Mariana Guerrero




“I knew this place 
from when I was 
a kid. Seeing it 
close is kind of 
like watching your 
childhood home get 
demolished, and 
there’s nothing you 
can do about it.”
Quote to note




Danielle Villasana | Daily Texan Staff
Proudly carrying their catch of the day, three young boys follow their mother down the beach. Sayulitans use homemade fishing rods made 
from Coca-Cola bottles as an inexpensive and efficient way to catch fish right off the shoreline.
INSIDE: Learn more about the city of Sayulita, Mexico on page 3
Department sees shift in leadership
Photo illustration by Derek Stout | Daily Texan Staff
Drunken driving laws came under scrutiny recently at a Senate Committee on Criminal 
Justice meeting where experts recommended education and treatment for offenders.
By David Colby  
Daily Texan Staff
Major changes are possible in the way that 
Texas deals with drunken drivers when the 
Legislature reconvenes in January.
The Texas Senate Committee on Crim-
inal Justice assembled Thursday to dis-
cuss problems with current drunken driv-
ing laws and potential reforms to reduce al-
cohol-related fatalities in Texas. Texas leads 
the nation in drunken driving-related fatal-
ities, with 1,269 alcohol-related fatalities in 
2008, according to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration.
Recommendations by expert witnesses at 
the committee hearing focused on education 
and treatment for drunken driving offend-
ers, along with prevention and deterrence to 
keep intoxicated individuals from getting be-
hind the wheel.
“I think that treatment is critical,” Austin 
Police Chief Art Acevedo said at the hear-
ing. “Alcoholism is a disease that we have 
to treat.”
Current laws were criticized, especial-
ly the lack of mandatory treatment pro-
grams and intervention for first-time and 
repeat offenders.
“Right now in the state of Texas, our inter-
vention is to wait until they get arrested for 
the third or fourth time and throw them in 
prison, and that’s too late,” Acevedo said.
Texas laws were also faulted for allow-
ing repeat offenders to avoid serving time in 
By Destinee Hodge 
Daily Texan Staff  
Jill Robbins, former associ-
ate chair for graduate study in 
the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese, has replaced Ni-
colas Shumway as department 
chair this month. 
Robbins is currently an asso-
ciate professor of Spanish lit-
erature and culture. Her expe-
rience includes being the for-
mer associate dean at the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine 
for three years, and the associ-
ate chair for graduate study in 
UT’s Spanish and Portuguese 
department for two years. As 
associate chair, she proposed 
changes to the graduate pro-
gram and worked to create op-
portunities for the students to 
develop and enhance profes-
sional skills.
“I have served on numerous 
committees in the department, 
and this work has given me in-
sight into the workings of the 
University and the challenges 
that we will face in the coming 
years,” she said.
Her predecessor, Shumway, 
was a professor at the Univer-
sity since 1993 and the chair of 
the department since 2006. Af-
ter almost four years in the po-
sition, Shumway left UT for 
a position at Rice Universi-
ty, where he now serves as the 
dean of humanities.
“I  didn’ t  leave Texas .  I 
came to  Rice ,”  Shumway 
said. “I [spent] 16 years at UT. 
I’m fond of UT, I have many 
fond memories, but once in a 
while you want to do some-
thing else, and this is a great 
opportunity.”
Robbins is taking the posi-
tion admist a flurry of depart-
mental and curricular chang-
es. College of Liberal Arts 
spokesman Gary Susswein 
said that as a result of budget 
cuts, there was a collegewide 
proposal to make changes to 
language requirements. After 
Dean Randy Diehl addressed 
the concerns raised by gradu-
ate students and faculty mem-
bers, each language depart-
ment was tasked to come up 
with its own way to adapt its 
curriculum to facilitate bud-









g r a m ,  s a i d 
that it should 
give students 
more oppor-
tunities to interact with profes-
sors. 
“[The new curriculum] will 
be very good because these 
courses generally have a lot of 
material to be covered,” Mon-
tesinos said. “We never had 
sufficient time in the three-hour 
CHAIR  continues on page 2
By Collin Eaton  
Daily Texan Staff 
Pedro de la Torre III’s rising 
levels of student-loan debt didn’t 
seem real until the end of his col-
lege career, when he had to pay 
for it.
De la Torre 
III, a UT alum-
nus who grad-
uated in 2005, 
took out close to 
$30,000 in stu-
dent loans dur-
ing his time at 
the 40 Acres — 
and he’s about 
to take out more 
to attend a graduate program at 
The New School in New York City 
starting in August.
De la Torre, 27, said he wanted to 
become a professor of anthropolo-
gy, but until his acceptance of ad-
mission to a master’s degree pro-
gram this year, his student-loan 
debt leftover from earning his un-
dergraduate sociology degree de-
layed his decision to go for it.
“I didn’t think I was getting into 
that much debt. It didn’t really 
dawn on me, how much I was tak-
ing out,” de la Torre said. “When I 
was going to school, I never paid 
that close of attention to the bottom 
line of what I was borrowing.”
He said he’s been making pay-
ments for the past five years but 
that it hasn’t made a huge dent in 
his student-loan debt — his pay-
ments have yet to cut it in half.
“I have a long way to go,” he 
said. “It’s not something I can get 
rid of by declaring bankruptcy, so 
I’ll definitely have to pay it off — 
but it will take quite a while.”
There are many unforgiving 
consequences for defaulting on a 
student loan, according to Finaid.
org , an award-winning website 
on financial aid. Some of these 
consequences include the federal 
government’s partially collecting 
wages, withholding Social Securi-
ty benefits and withholding more 
financial aid. The default doesn’t 
disappear from a person’s credit 
history for seven years, making it 
harder to find a job.
Senate committee considers  
drunken driving law changes
Spanish, Portuguese chair 
to oversee major changes
in languages’ curriculum
Pedro de la Torre III
UT alumnus







1900 Red River St.
A non-UT subject was stopped 
for speeding and running stop 
signs while driving a silver 
colored 2007 Ford F-350 pick-
up truck. The subject’s pants 
showed proof that alcohol is 
rented, not owned. The subject 
said he was headed to Round 
Rock and pointed southbound. 
Austin being south of Round 
Rock would mean the subject’s 
intended path would have 
him travel roughly 24,901.55 
miles around the Earth to 
make it to his destination. The 
subject was found to be under 
the influence of an alcoholic 
substance to the point he was 
deemed to have been driving 
while intoxicated. Occurred 
Sunday at 2:00 a.m.
1A
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managingeditor@dailytexanonline.com.
CONTACT US
De la Torre said he has con-
sistently made his monthly pay-
ments, but the debt still won’t go 
away for a very long time.
He is not alone. Across the 
country, 67 percent of all college 
students graduated with an av-
erage of $23,200 in student-loan 
debt in 2008. The number of 
students borrowing more than 
$40,000 for their undergraduate 
education is continuing to rise, 
according to the Project on Stu-
dent Debt, an initiative of the 
Institute for College Access and 
Success. This year at UT, half the 
students who graduated in May 
left with an average of $24,488 
in student-loan debt.
Jackie Dana, an academic ad-
viser in the Department of So-
ciology, said the amount of de 
la Torre’s student loans would 
have been the same in any de-
partment.
De la Torre said he’s worried 
about paying off his debts in the 
future, but there are people far 
less fortunate than him, he said. 
For five years, he has worked at 
the Campus Progress Network, 
a project of the Center for Amer-
ican Progress, all the while mak-
ing monthly payments on his 
debt. He said he was lucky to 
get a job; he graduated in May 
of 2005 and was hired in No-
vember of that year. He said the 
job allowed him to transfer the 
activism and the public spir-
it of his college years — march-
ing against tuition deregulation, 
working on the student-based 
watchdog group UT Watch — to 
the real world.
“[The Campus Progress Net-
work] is an organization pre-
mised on the belief that young 
people have the power to im-
pact national issues that will ulti-
mately affect our lives,” said Sara 
Haile-Mariam, a spokeswoman 
for the nonprofit organization.
Haile-Mariam said the orga-
nization works on issues such as 
immigration reform, energy re-
form and education reform.
De la Torre is an advocacy se-
nior associate at the organiza-
tion, where he currently works 
on advocacy of the DREAM Act, 
a federal bill that proposes a six-
year conditional path to citizen-
ship for undocumented youths 
who qualify for the program.
For the past five years, how-
ever, his plan has always been 
to go to graduate school. He 
said he wants to study how cul-
ture affects people’s vision of the 
world and how that happens, 
especially in terms of how im-
migration affects various com-
munities in the U.S., he said.
“Hopefully after two years of 
a master’s program, I’ll start a 
Ph.D. program and graduate in 
six years instead of two,” he said.
De la Torre won’t have to pay 
a dollar of outstanding debt for 
his first two years at New York 
— he’ll pay for tuition with a 
50-percent tuition discount, a 
steady wage and student loans 
— and the debt will be waiting 
for him when he graduates.
course to do it as thoroughly as 
we wanted for students.”
Robbins said she is ready to 
handle the changes that will 
come as she takes the position.
“It is clear that we will con-
tinue to face budget pressures 
and that these will continue to 
impact our programs,” Robbins 
said. “The request [to lower ex-
penditures] is not frivolous or 
arbitrary, and we cannot ignore 
it. But I see it as an opportunity 
as well [as] an instigation to re-
think our program.”
Robbins said that in taking 
the new position, she is most 
excited to work with the facul-
ty of the department.
“We have managed to ap-
point and retain over the past 
several years an impressive fac-
ulty who publish cutting-edge 
research in their fields. They 
are the heart of the program,” 
she said.
As Shumway begins his ten-
ure as dean at Rice, he ex-
pressed confidence in the suc-
cess that the department will 
see under Robbins’ guidance.
“The Spanish and Portu-
guese department is in good 
shape, and in good hands,” he 
said. “Jill’s a good friend. I was 
the chair when she was hired, 
[and] I always considered her 
one of our trophy hires. She’ll 
be great.”
prison until their third or fourth 
arrest for drunken driving.
“That’s part of the interven-
tion — give them a taste of jail 
life,” Acevedo said, advocating 
that offenders arrested for DWI 
for a second time be given a 
small amount of jail time, show-
ing them the risk they are taking 
by driving drunk. “We are wait-
ing way too long to intervene.”
Sobriety checkpoints, which 
are temporary roadblocks set 
up to help police catch drunk-
en drivers, were the most con-
troversial measures endorsed at 
the hearing.
“At Dallas County DWI Task 
Force, this is our No. 1 and only 
issue,” Dallas County Commis-
sioner Kenneth Mayfield said. 
“There is a plethora of studies to 
indicate their usefulness and their 
success in reducing alcohol-relat-
ed fatalities by about 20 percent 
across the board.”
Critics of sobriety checkpoints 
argue that the roadblocks are an 
unnecessary violation of constitu-
tional rights.
“How about the vast ma-
jority of my constituents that 
do not violate a DWI law, you 
want me to subject them to con-
tact with law enforcement?” 
Sen. John Whitmire, D-Hous-
ton, asked Mayfield.
Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston, 
spoke out against sobriety check-
points as well, saying he pre-
ferred the focus of reforms to be 
on treatment programs.
“The treatment issue is a very 
valid issue,” Ellis said. “If sobri-
ety checkpoints are not tied to 
treatment, the answer is no.”
While lawmakers and experts 
discuss ways to decrease the 
number of alcohol-related fatal-
ities across the state, the UT Po-
lice Department is focused on ed-
ucating students about the dan-
gers of driving under the influ-
ence. UTPD is also implementing 
programs designed to encourage 
students to make safe choices be-
fore they go out for the night.
“What we do in the crime pre-
vention office is encourage stop-
ping the problem ahead of time,” 
said William Pieper, UTPD crime 
prevention specialist.
Rather than focusing on pre-
vention techniques that catch 
people who have already made 
the choice to drive drunk, 
UTPD attempts to educate stu-
dents ahead of time to make the 
decision not to drink and drive, 
Pieper said.
UTPD offers two voluntary 
educational programs designed 
to educate participants about 
the dangers of drunken driving. 
These programs use goggles de-
signed to simulate intoxication, 
allowing participants to see 
firsthand the effect alcohol can 
have on their nervous system.
Drunken driving arrests by 
UTPD have been in decline for 
the past three years, a fact Pieper 
attributed to better officer train-
ing, improved educational ef-
forts and an increased use of the 
E-Bus, the late-night shuttle that 
provides direct transportation to 
and from downtown Austin to 
University students in West Cam-
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‘‘[The Campus Progress Network] is an organization premised on the belief that young people have the power to impact national issues 
that will ultimately affect our lives.”
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GENERAL * COSMETIC * IMPLANT DENTISTRY
512.454.0300
THE TRIANGLE / 4601 N. Lamar Blvd, Suite #503 / Austin, TX 78751
* Emergency Appointments
* Oral Surgery
* Digital X-ray (89% less radiation)
* ZOOM! Whitening
* Water Purifi cation
* Eco Friendly
PPD conducts medically supervised research 
studies to help evaluate new investigational 
medications. PPD has been conducting research 
studies in Austin for more than 20 years. 
Right now, PPD is looking for healthy women ages 
18 to 40 to participate in a medical research study.
The study will require 2 weekends in our overnight 
research facility and multiple brief outpatient 
visits. Study participants will receive up to $4000 
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Bask in warmth 
of Mexico’s sun, 
Sayulita natives
Children throw 
sardines into the 
sky to swooping 
Magnificent 
Frigatebirds, 
which are also 
called “thieves” 
by locals 




Jesus Mendez of Nayarit, Mexico, sells plastic toys to children upon leaving Sunday mass. Walking along the Sayulitan streets and beaches, visi-
tors and residents are often approached by people selling jewelry, tamales, purses and other goods. 
Emiliano Hernandez Cruz and Bertha Vega Vasquez travel by car every 
morning from Puerto Vallarta to sell hand-woven baskets to people 
visiting Sayulita. Each basket takes nearly two hours to complete and 
costs around $8.
As the sun sets on Sayulita, vendors set up food stalls where they pre-
pare authentic Mexican food over hot grills. For a low cost, passers-by 




Discounts and Pricing only while supplies last
and are subject to change without notice
DIRECTORY INFORMATION SHOULD BE KEPT CURRENT. Official correspondence is sent to the 
postal or e-mail address last given to the registrar; if the student has failed to correct this address, 
he or she will not be relieved of responsibility on the grounds that the 
correspondence was not delivered. For details about educational 
records and official communications with the University see 
The information below is considered directory information. Under federal law, directory information 
can be made available to the public. You may restrict access to this information by visiting 
http://registrar.utexas.edu/restrictmyinfo. Directory restriction is available to students during the first 
twelve class days of a fall or spring semester or during the first four class days of a summer session. 
If you request that ALL your directory information be restricted NO information about you will be given 
to anyone, including your family members, except as required by law. Any restriction you make will 
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SAYULITA, Mexico — Ac-
cording to a local resident, less 
than 100 years ago, Sayulita 
was but a dot on the map with 
about 40 thatched-roof dwell-
ings, or “palapas,” to its name. 
Today, Sayulita, a village locat-
ed 45 minutes north of Puer-
to Vallarta in the Mexican state 
of Nayarit is the quintessential 
beachside tourist town.
Between October and May 
during the high season, Sayu-
lita attracts visitors from as far 
away as Japan, and its beach-
es and narrow streets become 
jam-packed by the hundreds. 
During the low season, howev-
er, Sayulita is the perfect spot 
for college students on a bud-
get hoping to recharge beneath 
the summer sun.
Situated along the blue wa-
ters of the Pacific coastline, 
Sayulita offers a gentle beach 
break for beginning and sea-
soned surfers, quaint cafes, 
authentic restaurants, fresh 
fruit stands, charming bou-
tiques with handmade trin-
kets and clothing, boat tours 
and a plaza that comes to life 
as the sun sets behind the dis-
tant mountains.
In Sayulita, one can easily 
spend the day wandering back 
and forth from the beach to the 
cobblestone streets lined with 
vendors selling sizzling, made-
to-order “churros,” or deep-
fried, cinnamon-covered pas-
tries; tacos served on a warm, 
homemade tortilla doused in 
fresh salsas; surf shops with 
boards for rent or sale; and 
“minimercados”  — little stores 
that sell tequila and cold beers 
for one-third of the prices in 
the United States.
For about $40 per person, 
a four- to five-hour boat tour 
of nearby islands and other 
surf spots provides a welcom-
ing break from sunbathing and 
window shopping, taking trav-
elers to snorkel in the crystal-
line, turquoise waters of secret 
beaches and underwater caves, 
to fish and to dolphin-watch on 
the way to nearby islands.
Back in town, the night-
life consists of refreshing two-
for-one margaritas made with 
fresh-squeezed lime juice and 
women selling slices of home-
made flan and tres leches at 
open-air restaurants with live 
music that spills out onto the 
streets and the beating heart of 
Sayulita, the plaza. Within the 
plaza, visitors mingle with the 
locals while enjoying the sights 
and sounds of giggling chil-
dren, carousing teenagers and 
young musicians strumming 
their guitars.
One of the highlights of visit-
ing this lively oceanside town is 
feeling welcomed by the smil-
ing Sayulitans who are happy 
to share their stories, laughter, 
music or game of cards with 
visiting beachgoers. In fact, 
without its small-town charm 
and the atmosphere of “south-
ern hospitality” to which Tex-
ans are well-accustomed, Sayu-
lita would be just another Can-
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VIEWPOINT
College is not a 
country club
BP boycotts are a waste of time





Daily Texan Columnist 
How the hell did anybody attend col-
lege before the Internet?  
You mean to tell me some of you alum-
ni who may be reading this column stood 
around like chumps at the Frank Erwin 
Center for hours upon hours to register 
for classes? You had to rely on word of 
mouth to find out which professors were 
the best?  
That must have been awful.
The conveniences the Internet has added 
to the collegiate experience over the years 
are constantly taken for granted by us post-
millennial college students. As much as we 
complain about the occasional glitches in 
the system today, information about our 
universities is accessible from anywhere in 
the world. Things that would have taken 
hours, or even days, to find out now only 
take a few diligent minutes of searching on 
the school home page to learn. 
Lo and behold, the grown folks at the 
Capitol felt that all that convenience 
wasn’t enough. Last year, they passed 
a law making it even easier for people 
to get information that’s mostly already 
available, as well as information that’s 
better left in certain circles. 
In May 2009, the Texas Legislature 
unanimously passed as HB 2504. It re-
quires state universities to post pro-
fessors’ syllabi, curriculum vitae, pub-
lished works and salaries on the Inter-
net. The request seems simple enough, 
but the new law also requires that all 
this information be accessible through 
clicking on no more than three links 
from a university’s home page. The 
law is the first of its kind, according to 
The Dallas Morning News, and all state 
universities must be in compliance by 
the fall semester.  
Lauded as a victory for transparency 
reform, the new law amounts to a cost-
ly mandate meant to undermine profes-
sors’ academic freedom. The information 
stated in the law is largly on most uni-
versities’ websites anyway, but not in the 
lazy, three-step format the law dictates. 
UT Vice Provost Gretchen Ritter told the 
Houston Chronicle the work required to 
abide by the transparency law will in it-
self be significant.  
“It’s a large-scale technical problem,” 
Ritter said. “It’s lots and lots of man 
hours.”  
At a time when massive layoffs and 
budget cuts are running rampant in Tex-
as universities, the new law will create 
more financial strain on the Lone Star 
State’s institutions of higher learning. 
The Houston Chronicle reports that the 
cost of carrying out the new law at the 
University of Houston will be $30,000. 
It will also cost the University of North 
Texas $150,000, according to The Dallas 
Morning News. In addition, the univer-
sities will not be compensated for any 
funds or man hours wasted complying 
with this new law.  
In its June newsletter, the Texas Con-
ference of the American Association of 
University Professors requested a repeal 
of the law for fear it would compromise 
academics. Professors could easily be sin-
gled out for certain discussion topics in 
class by unreasonable parents. Making 
this sort of information available to any-
one but the actual students who take the 
classes is nothing more than a trap for 
these educators.  
State Rep. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, 
co-authored the law and told The Dallas 
Morning News that it will assist students 
and parents with course registration. 
Kolkhorst’s motive is easily visible: To en-
rage parents with the fact that their pre-
cious, legal and adult-aged children may 
learn something that — gasp! — runs con-
trary to their household’s beliefs.  
Universities are supposed to be more 
than just overpriced trade schools. 
They’re places where students can grow 
as people. They are places for students 
who grew up in conservative Christian 
households to be presented with dis-
senting opinions on the topic of religion, 
and for students who grew up in labor 
union-centered households to be told 
the New Deal was terrible public policy. 
I understand many parents pay a lot of 
money and accumulate a lot of debt to 
send their kids to college. But there’s a 
reason why universities don’t share cer-
tain student information with parents in 
the first place: It’s still not really any of 
their business — legally.  
If the state Legislature is truly wor-
ried about families getting their mon-
ey’s worth from college education, they 
should focus their attention on allocating 
more funds to state universities, driving 
down the cost of tuition or creating bet-
ter job opportunities for soon-to-be col-
lege graduates.   
 Avelar is a government and journalism senior.
Since the April 20 explosion of the 
Deepwater Horizon oil rig sent mil-
lions of gallons of oil from a BP well 
into the Gulf of Mexico, public opin-
ion of BP PLC has been less than 
positive. Anger over BP’s handling 
of the ongoing crisis has sparked 
boycotts of BP stations across the 
country. But, it is becoming evident 
that the boycott is doing more harm 
to independent and family-owned 
franchises than to the far-removed 
corporate oil giant — if it’s doing 
any harm at all.
According to Newsweek’s Sha-
ron Begley, the boycott’s focus on 
punishing BP is, essentially, a waste 
of time.
The outrage is understandable, 
and few would argue the events 
aren’t devastating. In the past cou-
ple of months, protesters have 
vandalized BP-branded signage, 
blocked fuel pumps with parked 
cars and paraded banners out-
side stations to divert customers. 
As of today, Facebook’s “Boycott 
BP” page boasts more than 800,000 
supporters who post daily up-
dates and comments to like-mind-
ed “fans.” But analysts continue to 
demonstrate that the financial im-
pact is negligible.
In reality, BP owns only a small 
fraction of the 11,541 BP-branded 
stations across the United States. 
The majority of BP franchises are 
family-owned businesses, and own-
ers rely on their connections to the 
big brands as part of their incomes. 
Although some owners have re-
portedly dropped BP brands to 
minimize public backlash, most re-
tail stations remain bound to BP 
through complex, multiyear con-
tracts that would require expensive 
buyouts to release them from the 
business arrangement.
As Begley points out, avoiding BP 
simply means buying your gas from 
another large corporation, along 
with some reminders of where your 
support is being redirected.
When it comes to the oil indus-
try, a spotless corporate image in 
regard to environmental disasters 
and questionable business engage-
ments is hard to find. The domi-
nant alternative fuel distributors 
are Exxon Mobil, Texaco/Chev-
ron, Citgo and Shell; I invite you to 
choose your poison. 
The mere mention of the 1989 
Exxon Valdez spill induces imag-
es of oil-slicked seabirds and multi-
tudes of lawyers significantly reduc-
ing the punitive damages awarded 
to the victims of the environmental-
ly destructive oil spill. 
Fewer people may be aware of 
Texaco’s current multibillion-dollar 
class-action lawsuit in Ecuador for 
groundwater contamination, which 
resulted in cancer fatalities for hun-
dreds of citizens, or Chevron’s cur-
rent battle to block the release of 
film footage of the company openly 
dumping sludge. 
Perhaps your political affiliations 
are more flexible and you can excuse 
Citgo’s status as a subsidiary of Ven-
ezuela’s national oil company, cur-
rently ruled by the government of 
Hugo Chávez. If this is the case, then 
the toxic cloud from a 2009 fire at the 
Citgo refinery in Corpus Christi may 
seem less forgivable. 
Or, perhaps allegations against 
Shell for human rights violations 
in Nigeria, where fatalities and 
polluted farmland resulted from a 
ruptured oil pipeline in 2009, are 
still more forgivable than the cur-
rent BP atrocities. 
But, even if you manage to con-
done the alternative atrocities, the 
BP boycott still does not effectively 
diminish the purchase or consump-
tion of BP-branded fuel or energy 
products. Independent retailers with 
the BP sunflower logo branded on 
them actually sell a mixture of fuel 
from several importers and refiners, 
so any slowdown in retail sales just 
means that BP can sell its surplus as 
private-label fuel elsewhere.
At best, BP boycotters obtain a 
symbolic outlet for voicing outrage 
and demands for accountability — 
without any real expectation for 
making a difference.
Although you may achieve some 
sort of emotional satisfaction from 
thumbing your nose at the local BP 
station while pumping gas from the 
competitor across the street, the al-
ternative allegiances to other big dis-
tributors hardly reduce the demand 
for fuel or enforce a change in how 
business is conducted.
According to the Energy Informa-
tion Agency, the U.S. alone consumes 
800 million gallons of petroleum per 
week — and consumption is the key 
point of failure of the BP boycott. As 
long as we consume fuel, we will 
continue to support the oil and ener-
gy industry, including BP.
It looks like the only value that’s 
being diminished is the significance 
of the word “boycott.”
Purvin is a rhetoric and writing senior.
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Farris Altayb, 28, a Sunoco employee, waits for customers in Ypsilanti, 
Mich., on July 6. The gas station’s owner, Abdel Berry, converted two of 
his three BP stations to the Sunoco brand because of customer boycotts 
sparked by the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. 
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must be more than 100 and fewer than 300 words. The Texan reserves 
the right to edit all submissions for brevity, clarity and liability.
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The lives of students at George Washington Uni-
versity just got a little more difficult. In a belt-tight-
ening move that conjures images from “The Grapes 
of Wrath,” GWU administrators lowered their heads 
and, with newsie caps clutched tightly to their chests, 
humbly and tearfully announced that one of the na-
tion’s most expensive universities would no longer 
provide in-room dormitory maid service. While this 
amenity might have seemed extreme to some when 
it was offered, this utterly nonacademic extravagance 
is indicative of a nationwide trend of colleges devot-
ing tremendous resources to student comfort.
Last week, The Delta Project, a nonprofit that ana-
lyzes higher-education economics, published a study 
about financial trends in higher education over the 
past decade. One of the most-discussed findings is a 
significant rise in funding for student services, which 
are “noninstructional, student-related activities” 
such as admissions, registrars, student organizations 
and intramural athletics. The increase in funds for 
student services grew nearly twice as much as the in-
crease in the funds for instruction.
The cause of the discrepancy may seem apparent 
— more students are going to college, so schools need 
more money to hire people to handle the logistics. 
But there is another underlying reason that fund-
ing for student services at state schools has increased 
so dramatically compared to instruction: Public uni-
versities increasingly rely on tuition for a bulk of 
their funding, and quality student services are key to 
attracting tuition-paying students.
After the 2001 recession, government allocations for 
higher education dropped to all-time lows, so public 
universities needed to look elsewhere for funding. 
Because tuition is a stable and reliable flow of 
funds, budgeting around tuition became an attrac-
tive option. 
A student’s education at a public university is 
funded by both government subsidies and yearly tu-
ition. Since 2003, in Texas, the percentage of a stu-
dent’s education funded by tuition has risen about 
3 percent.  
Over the years, tuition continued to become more 
of a factor in a student’s education, and many stu-
dents began treating a college education like a prod-
uct — and college administrators started marketing 
it as such. 
Instead of adhering to the mission of public uni-
versities to educate the citizenry and maintain the re-
public, it became a traditional exchange of goods and 
services.
Because the benefits of college are intangible and 
often do not reveal themselves until much later in 
life, colleges started advertising the lifestyle experi-
ence, which is immediately tangible — unlike the ed-
ucation. 
With student quality of life a primary selling 
point, colleges began catering to students’ comfort 
and tried to make them as happy as possible. A well-
funded student services program helps lure in poten-
tial students.
This led to what Ohio University professor Rich-
ard Vedder refers to as the “country-clubization of 
the American university,” according to The New York 
Times. Vedder says the services increase occurred be-
cause schools prioritized recruitment by stressing 
amenities, such as student unions and recreational 
centers, instead of the actual educational quality.
This is apparent in college advertising, where 
schools tend to market themselves like a cruise vaca-
tion. A typical college brochure has pictures of young, 
attractive coeds, which are supplemented with liter-
ature lauding “student life” and the college experi-
ence. UT campus tours always stop at recreation-
al spots such as Gregory Gym and the Union, two 
of the campus’ most attractive student centers. Shut-
tling hordes of prospective students to recreational 
centers emphasizes the University’s brand.
The problem comes when schools need to deliver 
on their promises of fun and enriching student life — 
and that comes with a price tag: a 20-percent average 
increase in spending for student services nationwide, 
according to The Delta Project.
While there is nothing wrong with a college in-
vesting in an active and vibrant experience for its 
students, the cost of these services might have been 
better spent on academic resources.
With UT and universities throughout the coun-
try on the verge of unprecedented budget cuts that 
will require difficult choices, it is necessary to re-
member that the most important student service is 
instruction.
— Douglas Luippold for the editorial board
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Historic Hyde Park Living
Just minutes from UT
* Free Internet and Cable including HBO!
ask about our move in specials
www.duvalvillaapartments.com
Reserving for Fall 2009  2010
T: 512.451.2343, F: 512.451.5758,
Everybody counts on having safe, 
effective medicine for anything from 
the common cold to heart disease. But 
making sure medications are safe is a 
complex and careful process.
At PPD,  
to help evaluate medications being 
developed – maybe like you. You must 
meet certain requirements to qualify, 
including a free medical exam and 
screening tests. We have research 
studies available in many different 
lengths, and you’ll find current studies 
listed here weekly.   
PPD has been conducting research 
studies in Austin for more than 20 years. 
 to find out more. 
 
 Age             Compensation Requirements            Timeline
Men and Postmenopausal







BMI between 18 and 30
Wed. 14 Jul. through Sun. 18 Jul.
Outpatient visits 19-21 Jul.
Outpatient visits weekly through 18 Aug.
Fri. 20 Aug. through Tue. 24 Aug.







BMI between 19.0 and 29.9
(for females)
Weigh between 99 and 220 lbs
BMI between 19.0 and 32.0
(for males)
Weigh between 110 and 265 lbs
Fri. 23 Jul. through Sun. 25 Jul.







BMI between 18 and 30
Mon. 26 Jul. through Fri. 30 Jul.
Multiple Outpatient Visits
Men and Postmenopausal







BMI between 19 and 29
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After 79 years of serving Tex-
Mex and margaritas in Austin, 
Jaime’s Spanish Village will close 
its doors July 30.
After shutting down the restau-
rant temporarily on June 30 upon 
losing the lease, owner Charlie 
Tames reopened the restaurant 
to give customers and friends a 
chance to visit one last time be-
fore the end of the month.
“The support from the commu-
nity has been amazing,” Tames 
said. “We’ve been packed, and 
on Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day nights we’ve had lines out 
the door.”
Tames said the landlord, who 
lives in Woodstock, N.Y., is seeking 
greater profits from the land, but 
no information about changes to 
the property have been released.
“I’m curious to find out who’s 
going to take over and see if 
it was worth kicking us out,” 
Tames said. “I’d be willing to let 
the new guys run it if they kept 
it the same. I’d rather give it up 
than see it die.”
The Spanish Village, which has 
been open since 1931, adopted its 
current name 40 years ago when 
Tames’ uncle Jaime Tames bought 
the restaurant. He created the res-
taurant’s famous “Margarita Jai-
me,” a frozen margarita topped 
with a sangria floater, that is still 
on the menu.
After Jaime’s death three years 
ago, Charlie took over the restau-
rant, which has attracted UT stu-
dents and regular customers over 
the years.
Brad Reynolds discovered Jai-
me’s Spanish Village as an un-
dergraduate at UT and has been 
coming back about once a month 
for the past 30 years. He said it 
was a fairly popular spot while 
he was at the University because 
of its downtown location, reason-
able prices and margaritas.
“I keep coming back for the 
queso,” Reynolds said. “It’s the 
best thing they have.”
Charlie Tames said that before 
tailgating became popular, stu-
dents flocked to local places like 
Jaime’s before football games. 
The restaurant has also hosted 
live music as an official South By 
Southwest vendor in 2010.
Tames said that now, students 
hear about the restaurant from par-
ents and grandparents who vis-
ited Jaime’s years ago as UT stu-
dents. Tames has also spotted pol-
iticians, including Gov. Rick Perry, 
frequenting the Tex-Mex joint.
During its last few weeks of 
business, all of the restaurant’s 
proceeds will go to a benefit fund 
to raise money for the 12 employ-
ees who will lose their jobs at the 
end of the month.
“I knew this place from when 
I was a kid,” head bartender 
Mariana Guerrero said. “Seeing 
it close is kind of like watching 
your childhood home get demol-
ished, and there’s nothing you 
can do about it.”
Patrons who donate $15 to the 
fund will receive a free jar of Jai-
me’s red or green hot sauce. The 
restaurant’s hot sauce and que-
so will also continue to be sold 
at Whole Foods Market, Central 
Market and Royal Blue Grocery 
after the closure.
“Even though we’re closing, 
you can still get a little piece of 
Austin,” Tames said.
Jamie’s Spanish Village is lo-
cated at 802 Red River St.
By Hannah Jones
Daily Texan Staff
A statewide group of environ-
mental and energy experts, includ-
ing many from the UT System, will 
work together to help prevent fu-
ture disasters in the Gulf of Mexico 
in the wake of the Deepwater Ho-
rizon oil-rig explosion.
The group will convene as 
part of the Gulf Project, a coali-
tion of public- and private-sec-
tor research scientists and state 
officials who will research di-
saster prevention and examine 
what resources Texas lacks. The 
creation of the project was an-
nounced by Gov. Rick Perry at a 
July 6 press conference.
“It’s going to take time to re-
spond, but we do not have a lot 
of time to waste,” said Ray Or-
bach, director of the Universi-
ty’s Energy Institute. “The situ-
ation is very serious, both on the 
remedial side of it and for the 
future. You can’t wait too long. 
You really have to get started 
now, but the needs are urgent. 
That’s why we’re trying to work 
as quickly as we are.”
According to the press release 
from the governor’s office, “do-
mestic oil and gas exploration 
remains critical to meeting the 
nation’s energy needs.” Two 
key challenges for the industry 
include overcoming the current 
inability to test full drilling sys-
tems to determine their safety, 
and developing proven meth-
ods of responding to large-scale 
oil spills.
In addition to the UT System, 
Texas A&M University, the Uni-
versity of Houston, Rice Uni-
versity, Texas Tech University, 
Southern Methodist University, 
the Research Partnership to Se-
cure Energy for America, Texas 
General Land Office and Texas 
Railroad Commission will con-
tribute to the effort. Additional 
experts and higher-education in-
stitutions may join later, accord-
ing to the governor’s office.
The Energy Institute at UT-
Austin is currently leading a 
campuswide initiative as part of 
the Gulf Project and has pulled 
together faculty from different 
fields of study to look at six crit-
ical questions, which will be the 
focus of UT’s initiative. The six 
questions were the focus of an 
organizational meeting Mon-
day with the institute and facul-
ty from the University.
Orbach said the University 
has reorganized itself to be re-
sponsive to a research oppor-
tunity in the Gulf that is very 
broad and will be responsive to 
the kinds of things Perry is ask-
ing for. He said there are 30 fac-
ulty members — from the en-
gineering, liberal arts, natu-
ral sciences and communica-
tions schools as well as the Mc-
Combs School of Business, the 
LBJ School of Public Affairs and 
the School of Law — who will 
design a research program for 
each of the critical questions.
Orbach said he is currently 
gathering proposals from the 
faculty members who are be-
ginning to organize to deal with 
those issues.
“The biggest challenge is go-
ing to be finding funding for it 
because this is a major initia-
tive for the campus,” Orbach 
said. “Some of the questions are 
very challenging, and it is not 
obvious what the answers are. 
These are not simple problems 
to solve.”
Senior engineering lecturer 
Paul Bommer said the project 
is a great idea, but now people 
have to sit down and work out 
how it will happen. 
“It is important to under-
stand what completely caused 
the disaster and figure out how 
to drill deepwater wells with 
a much higher assurance that 
it won’t happen again. I think 
there is potential to do some 
real fundamental, very help-
ful science and engineering 
policymaking,” Bommer said. 
“There’s somebody with a big 
vision — the governor has laid 
down a challenge, and now it’s 
up to the University to figure 
out how to answer it. And that’s 
where we are now.”
Derek Stout | Daily Texan Staff
Heather Brenner, a waitress at Jaime’s Spanish Village, is currently looking for work after recently moving 
to Austin and only being employed at the restaurant for one week.
The six critical questions: 
1. What are the environmental consequences of a major oil and gas leak 
in the Gulf of Mexico? 
2. What technological improvements are needed to respond to and 
contain major oil and gas spills? 
3. How can the reliability, redundancy and safety of complex offshore 
drilling and production facilities with low probability and high risk be 
improved? 
4. What is the future of extraction facilities in challenging environments? 
5. What should the regulatory structure be for future oil and gas drilling? 
6. How should corporate management systems be designed to 
accommodate high-risk operations?
Tex-Mex favorite to close
UT experts join Gulf Project 
to help prevent oil, gas leaks
Jaime’s Spanish Village
gives fans one last taste
before shutting its doors  





On the first day that saw no crashes at the Tour 
de France, Austinites were learning how to be 
better and safer cyclists so they, too, could avoid 
crashes while riding.
On Wednesday, the Austin Cycling Association 
provided a defensive cycling class licensed by The 
Center for Cycling Education . Cooperating with 
the Austin Municipal Court, the program allows 
ticket dismissal for violations incurred by bicy-
clists within the court’s jurisdiction.
The three-hour class was the first of six to be 
taught this year at BikeTexas.
The defensive cycling class is the first of its 
kind to be offered in Texas, but not in the coun-
try. The Share the Road Safety Class has been in 
operation in Portland, Ore., since 2007, allowing 
participants to dismiss traffic tickets obtained 
while on bicycles.
The course was taught by licensed instruc-
tor Allan Dunlap. Dunlap learned most of what 
is taught in the defensive cycling course from his 
Traffic Skills 101 course, a two-day class where 
students spend four hours in the classroom and 
five hours on the road. The defensive cycling class 
is spent entirely in a classroom setting, screening 
short films on cycling safety, with a 10-question 
quiz at the end.
The class teaches bicycle maintenance and traf-
fic theory. It was developed by Dunlap and Wes 
Robinson, a director of education for the defen-
sive cycling course. The duo looked at bicycle 
crash data and statistics to find out which types of 
crashes were most common, and then figured out 
the best ways to avoid those crashes for lessons to 
teach in the class.
In the course, cyclists learn how to communi-
cate their intent to drivers on the road by position-
ing their bike in a certain part of the lane.
“We teach our riders to be MVPs: maneuver-
able, visible and predictable,” Robinson said.
According to the League of American Bicyclists , 
about 750 bicyclists are killed each year in the U.S., 
and 96 percent of those deaths result from crashes 
with motor vehicles.
“We try to teach people that they have just as 
much rights and responsibilities on the road as 
motorists do,” Robinson said.
The class comes at a cost of $25, and ticketed cy-
clists can only complete the course once every 12 
months. Most of the seven people who attended 
the class Wednesday were there because they ei-
ther ran a stop sign or a red light on their bikes.
The cost of the class waives any court costs a 
ticketed cyclist has, which could total hundreds of 
dollars, and also relieves any points against your 
license. The Austin Municipal Court states that a 
ticket received while on a bicycle counts against 
your driver’s license.
“It’s great that the court recognizes the benefit 
of educating cyclists,” Robinson said. 
For now, Austin remains the only city in Texas
that offers a defensive cycling program. Both Rob-
inson and Dunlap hope the defensive cycling pro-
gram can expand to other justice of the peace dis-
tricts in Texas in the near future.
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Duo teaches riders lessons in safe biking
Photo illustration by Jeff Heimsath | Daily Texan Staff 
Bikers fined in Austin are the only riders in the state of Texas who 
receive the benefit of taking a defensive cycling course.
SIDELINE
Writer given a fond farewell 
in final days as Texan staffer
For a boy who came to Ameri-
ca with no direction, Texan staff-
er Michael Sherfield sure came a 
long way.
From the women’s swimming 
beat to the mecca of them all, Tex-
as Football, he paved the way for 
all aspiring sports writers.
Sherfield came from hum-
ble beginnings. When he was 9 
months old living in Romania, he 
lived through the Romanian rev-
olution. Instead of growing up to 
the sounds of his mother singing 
sweet lullabies in his ear, he was 
raised on the cries of revolution 
and army tanks rolling down the 
only street he knew.
But Sherfield overcame.
In 2006, his life suddenly 
changed. He went from being the 
outsider in high school to the big-
time sports writer at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. Sure, he 
may have just covered the wom-
en’s swimming team, but he was 
the best damn beat writer they 
ever had.
But Sher-a-lerf evolved, as all 
great writers do. From swimming 
to soccer, and from soccer to foot-
ball, he grew. He learned the nu-
ances of great writing and was 
able to write about Texas’ nation-
al championship hopes, in the 
way only a gypsy could.
He wrote about the heartbreak 
in Omaha, Neb., The crushing de-
feat in Pasadena, Calif., and every-
thing in between and after. And 
with this, we bid him farewell.
To you, Sherf-a-lerf. We all feel 






Ran red light $275
Ran stop sign $200
Failure to yield intersection $200
Failure to yield right of way, stop sign $200
Unsafe movement left/right $200
Wrong direction on one-way street $200
No rear reflector $180
Failure to ride in lane $170















LEASE IN MID 
AUGUST GET 1ST 
+ LAST MONTHS 
FREE!
SUPER








504 W 24th St
Austin, TX 78705
512.468.4473
Offer valid thru Aug 
31, 2010. One coupon 
per customer. Void if 
copied or transferred. 
No cash value.









order online at: 
www.dominos.com
512-477-0101
Deep Dish $2 extra.
Limited time offer.
Carry Out Only.















The SUPER TUESDAY COUPON section 
    on the TSM iPhone App
No need to clip anymore coupons! 
Just show the coupon from the iPhone 
    to redeem the offer. 
And, share them with your friends!
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Five minutes to campus, 
pool, shuttle and Metro, 
shopping, parking, gat-
ed patio, summer rates 
available.
Century Plaza Apts. 4210 
Red River (512)452.4366
Park Plaza and Park Court 
Apts. 915 & 923 E. 41st 
St. (512)452.6518






Studios and 1 bedrooms 
available for Summer or 
Fall move-in. Starting at 
$650!!! Most bills paid!
Diplomat Apts located at 
1911 San Gabriel
Barranca Square Apts lo-
cated at 910 W. 26th
Offi ce hours M-F 8:30-
5:00. Please visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com, 






Central Properties has 
furnished apartments 
available at four loca-
tions in the beautiful and 
UT-convenient Hyde Park 
neighborhood. Email 








Studios, 1 & 2 bedrooms 
available for Immediate 
or Fall move-in. Start-
ing at $650!!! Most bills 
paid!
Le Marquee Apts located 
at 302 W. 38th St 
Monticello Apts located 
at 306 W. 38th St
Melroy Apts located at 
3408 Speedway
Offi ce hours M-F 8:30-
5:00. Please visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com, 





per bedroom 2-1,9 or 12 





$595/ 9 OR 12 
MONTHS
Parking Included! Min-







2 BR/1 BA, on UT bus 












1-blk UT shuttle, $1500/
mo
3-2.5ba, 2carports, 
den. 1.5 mi. UT shuttle. 
$1200.
3/1/1. Central, $1200/mo. 
210-685-3597.
RENT ME!
3-5 bedrooms houses 
great central location. 
close to dwntn, UT. 
$1500-2000. avail aug 1. 






Home has tile through-
out, a fully landscaped 
backyard, and a two-car 
garage. In EXCELLENT 
condition!







I seek an experienced 
tutor for my 12 yr old 
daughter, 5th grader. 
Hours are fl exible, you 
choose suitable time 
between 8 AM - 8 PM 
and lessons should last 
about 60 min/per day, 
so you have just 1hr to 
tutor daily and 3 days in 
a week. Subjects: Math, 
Science, History & Eng-
lish. I am offering $45 
per hour. If Interested, 









sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext 113




teleNetwork is NOW hir-
ing technical support 
reps to provide excellent 
customer service and 
technical support to dial 
up/DSL Internet users. 
Please apply online at te-
lenetwork.com/careers.
html. Work At Home 
positions available for 
those with previous 







near UT. Will train. Cre-
ate form documents, 
assist clients, obtain 
state records, fax, fi le, 
proof. Flexible hours, ca-
sual dress. PT $11-12, FT 











FileMaker exp. a plus. 
Flexible hours, casual 
dress, small offi ce, ben-




875 Medical Study875 Medical Study
CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in 
advertisement, notice must be given by 10 am the first day of publication, as the pub-
lishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect insertion. In consideration of The Daily 
Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency and the advertiser 
will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its officers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of 
the copying, printing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation rea-
sonable attorney’s fees resulting from claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, 
plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. All ad copy  must be approved by 
the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or properly classify an 
ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.

















Starting at $199 per RM.
Point South 
& Bridge Hollow 444-7536
















PPD conducts medically supervised re-
search studies to help evaluate new in-
vestigational medications.  PPD has been 
conducting research studies in Austin 
for more than 20 years.  The qualifi ca-
tions for each study are listed below.  You 
must be available to remain in our facil-
ity for all dates listed for a study to be 







BMI between 18 and 30
Wed. 14 Jul. through Sun. 18 Jul.
Outpatient Visits 19-21 Jul.
Outpatient Visits weekly through 18 Aug.
Fri. 20 Aug. through Tue. 24 Aug.





BMI between 19.0 and 29.9 (for females)
Weigh between 99 and 220 lbs.
BMI between 19.0 and 32.0 (for males)
Weigh between 110 and 265 lbs.
Fri. 23 Jul. through Sun. 25 Jul.





BMI between 18 and 30








BMI between 19 and 29





BMI between 19 and 29





BMI between 19 and 30
Weigh between 110 and 250 lbs.
Two Weekend Stays
Multiple Outpatient Visits





Reynolds has opened M Two , a 
restaurant, bar and lounge in 
the space formerly known as 
Saba Blue Water Cafe. 
Reynolds is a native Texan 
and studied acting at UT. He 
then attended the Yale School 
of Drama, and was a touring 
actor for nearly 15 years. He 
also lived in Los Angeles for 
many years, acting and work-
ing in restaurants. Reynolds 
is best known for his appear-
ances on the television shows 
“Frasier” and “Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine.”
After years in Los Ange-
les and on the road, Reyn-
olds made the quick decision 
to buy a restaurant in an old 
strip mall in Los Angeles that 
he then turned into the M Bar. 
Reynolds calls the M Bar a sup-
per club because it serves food 
but is known for its shows 
— cabaret acts, spoken-word 
plays and comedy acts. He en-
visioned the same kind of set-
up for his aptly named restau-
rant, bar and lounge in Austin, 
M Two.
Reynolds moved to Austin 
two years ago after his father, 
who lives in Katy, was diag-
nosed with cancer. He want-
ed to be closer to him and 
has always loved Austin, and 
that’s when Reynolds decid-
ed to buy the Saba Blue Wa-
ter Cafe space. 
“I heard this place was for 
sale and I love the location 
— right across the street from 
Oilcan Harry’s and Rain — so 
I knew that it was the right 
crowd that I wanted to at-
tract,” Reynolds said.
Since there was not a lounge 
restaurant focused on Aus-
tin’s gay community, Reynolds 
found the spot perfect for his 
vision. His original idea to cre-
ate the same kind of place in 
Austin as the M Bar in Los An-
geles couldn’t be realized be-
cause of the outdoor music next 
door coming from the Cedar 
Street Courtyard, which hosts 
live music seven days a week.
“I knew it wasn’t exact-
ly right because of the noise 
problem downstairs,” Reyn-
olds said. “I had to have a dif-
ferent concept for M Two in 
Austin. It can’t be as much 
about the shows as the orig-
inal M Bar. On Sundays or 
Mondays we’ll come up with 
some fun shows early for peo-
ple to see. Hopefully that’ll at-
tract some people.”
Although Reynolds plans 
to have shows at his restau-
rant in the future, right now, 
he and chefs Mat Clouser and 
Mark Strouhal are focusing on 
the food. Prior to joining the 
M Two team, Strouhal was the 
executive chef at Kenichi and 
Clouser was a chef at Uchi, 
both highly regarded Asian 
restaurants in Austin.
“There’s a lot of Texas stuff 
on the menu,” Reynolds said. 
“They really decided to break 
away from what they were do-
ing before to do seasonal stuff 
and local stuff as much as pos-
sible, and that’s what attracted 
them to this opportunity.”
R e y n o l d s  r e c o m m e n d s 
the Akaushi burger, which 
is made from heart-healthy 
Akaushi  beef  that  comes 
straight from a farm in Yoa-
kum. The menu includes oth-
er local fare, such as grilled 
Texas peaches,  as well  as 
many unique, gamey dishes, 
such as the Nilgai antelope 
kabob. As for drinks, Reyn-
olds suggests trying a drink 
called “The Fizz,” which he 
describes to be kind of like a 
mojito, but with tequila and 
not as sweet. His other fa-
vorite drink on the menu is 
“Tru Death in the Afternoon,” 
made of sparkling wine and 
Tru organic gin.
Reynolds continues to act 
throughout his restaurant en-
deavors. He still owns the M 
Bar in Los Angeles, and plans 
to continue putting his efforts 
into M Two to create some-
thing unique to Austin.
This past Tuesday, the com-
plete collection of “Life on 
Mars,” the acclaimed U.K. se-
ries about a police officer who 
winds up in 1973 after being 
struck by a car, was released on 
DVD in the U.S. And although 
the U.K. version won an Inter-
national Emmy for Best Drama 
for both its first and second se-
ries, the U.S. version only made 
17 episodes in its first season 
before it got canceled.
So, what happened? Is Brit-
ish television simply too for-
eign for us? 
In short, yes.
Go down the line from “Fawl-
ty Towers” all the way up to 
the most recent failure that was 
“Life on Mars,” and you’ll see 
this isn’t just a fluke. British 
shows such as “Spaced,” “Cou-
pling” and “Red Dwarf” all 
have dead U.S. incarnations. 
Take a look at “Life on Mars,” 
and you’ll see it’s not your av-
erage cop show. The plot cen-
ters around Manchester Detec-
tive Sam Tyler. While on the 
case of a killer in 2006 who cap-
tures his girlfriend, he stops in 
the road to let the heavy emo-
tions wash over him. As he gets 
out of his car, he’s struck by on-
coming traffic and awakens in 
1973 with cops who play much 
more loosely with the law. 
Throughout the series, Tyler 
hears sounds from an intensive 
care unit back in 2006. Throw 
in a bit of existentialism with 
him trying to make the best he 
can with his absurd reality, and 
you’ve got yourself a big philo-
sophical party. 
Now, let’s take a look at how 
the U.K. and U.S. versions dif-
fered. I apologize for the spoilers, 
but they’re kind of necessary.
The U.K. version concludes 
with the realization that the al-
ternate world is actually pur-
gatory for dying or dead po-
lice officers. As if questions of 
whether Tyler was crazy, in a 
coma or actually time traveling 
weren’t complex enough, the 
series ends with them having 
to accept fate.
The U.S. version, on the oth-
er hand, goes for the nice and 
tidy finish. Turns out, they’re 
on Mars. Get it? “Life on Mars” 
is not just a hit 1971 David 
Bowie song played in the show 
and a figurative description of 
the bizarro ’70s reality, but he 
and the 1970s police depart-
ment were all living on Mars in 
a simulated reality.
Let’s be fair to other Amer-
ican translations of British 
shows,  though.  “American 
Idol,” “America’s Got Talent” 
and “Trading Spaces” were all 
based on British counterparts, 
and they’ve done extremely 
well, if not better, over here. 
However, those aren’t dramas 
or comedies that get rewritten 
to shreds.
Now, you may note that 
“The Office” is one TV show 
that seems to have thrived 
over here. However, it didn’t 
do well stateside until after the 
first season, when writers gave 
up trying to recreate the U.K. 
version’s mixed dramedy tone 
with the same plot and pranks. 
Just look at Netflix. The U.S. 
version’s first season is the low-
est-rated season by its users.
The reason is American TV 
doesn’t  thrive on our own 
workplace recreated in front 
of our eyes. We want to see the 
U.S. versions of Susan Boyle 
struggle against all odds and 
reach that American dream. We 
want to see the underdog go up 
against Simon Cowell and wind 
up on top. That’s not the same 
as saying the original British 
versions of shows are inherent-
ly bad. They just aren’t your 
average American show.
The biggest difference is that 
there is a greater sense of re-
alism, or more generally, U.K. 
shows don’t just go for the hap-
py ending. “Torchwood,” the 
more adult spin-off of “Doctor 
Who,” kills off most the cast by 
its third season, and the U.K.’s 
“stereotypical” vampire show, 
“Being Human,” grapples with 
supernatural creatures who 
look like they’re in their 20s 
grappling with the horrors of 
finding a job or a girlfriend. Of 
course, both shows delve into 
fantasy, but there’s a core to 
most plots that accepts death 
and failure as part of living.
As for the future produc-
ers out there, take it from Paul 
McCartney and Wings’ 1973 
song when it comes to wanting 
to reproduce a hit U.K. show, 
and just “live and let die.” All 
characters don’t live happily 
ever after.
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Whether it’s cruising with your aviators 
on and listening to The Doors like you’re in 
“Apocalypse Now” or throwing on some 
combat boots with a pair of jeans, aspects of 
military fashion are becoming ingrained in 
the regular Austin chic of plaid and cutoffs.
So, when it comes to the heat- and cica-
da-filled summer days, here are some quick 
ideas to help your wardrobe kick ass and 
take names.
Keep in mind, military attire isn’t re-
stricted to costumes for sorority or frater-
nity parties. Top designers such as Michael 
Kors, Marc Jacobs and Burberry Prorsum 
all showcased military-chic looks for the 
spring and fall. Heavier black boots, struc-
tured jackets or just epaulets on a button-
down contribute to a more refined outfit.
However, you don’t have to pay top dol-
lar to look like a top brass military official. 
Instead of purchasing pricey army-in-
spired pieces, you can cut out the middle-
man and buy actual military garments and 
accessories at military surplus stores close 
to campus, such as The Quonset Hut, Ba-
nana Bay Trading Company  and the N.S. 
Army-Navy Store .
A great basic to have in any wardrobe 
for guys or girls is an army-green button-
up. Girls can wear this as a loose cover-up 
after coming back from Barton Springs or 
guys can throw it on and wear it as a nice 
shirt to go out to Sixth Street. It’s not as 
kitschy as the camo, but gives off a subtle 
army vibe when paired with something as 
simple as jeans.
Although some might say combat boots 
and hot Texas summers may not pair well 
together, women can stay cool by wearing 
them with cutoff shorts and a light cot-
ton T-shirt. This look also gives the mas-
culine shoes a sexy, feminine twist. Guys 
can wear them instead of sandals or boat 
shoes for an innovative look while still 
keeping a relaxed summer appearance. 
Boots can also be functional, lending 
themselves well to impulsive summer ex-
cursions in the Hill Country.
For those looking for a less bold military-
inspired addition to their wardrobe, adding 
army patches and pins to shirtsleeves, on 
the back pocket of jeans or to your purse 
or backpack can achieve the same military 
feel. It’s a new and modern equivalent to 
accessorizing with the “I Am Loved” or 
band pins. You can even throw a couple on 
an army-green button-up or get a blank one 
and stitch your name in it for a more per-
sonal touch.
Even though these looks are all good 
ways to mix up classic summer attire, these 
pieces are great for the fall, too. Structured 
navy or black pea coats or a worn-in bomb-
er jacket from any of these stores are a 
cheap way to stay warm when the temper-
ature eventually drops.


















Kiersten Marian | Daily Texan Staff 
The Quonset Hut at the intersection of Guadalupe and 29th streets offers a wide selec-
tion of military combat boots.  
Actor-turned-restaurateur 
leaves Hollywood for Texas TV TUESDAY
By Gerald Rich
Courtesy of Life on Mars
“Life on Mars” follows the trials of Sam Tyler, a detective who is struck 
by oncoming traffic in 2006 and awakens in 1973. Although the show 
experienced success in the U.K., winning an International Emmy, the 
American version was canceled in its first season.
Jordy Wagoner | Daily Texan Staff 
Joe Reynolds, owner of Austin restaurant and bar M Two, chats 
with patrons Chase Martin and Willie Castleschouldt on Sunday. 
Reynolds is a UT alumnus, former actor and founder of the popular 
M Bar in Los Angeles.
British TV ‘too foreign’ for America
Kiersten Marian
Daily Texan Staff
‘‘I had to have a different concept for M Two in Austin.”
 — Joe Reynolds 
Restaurant owner
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